








THE BALKANS AND THE DINARIC ARC

The programme of work on mountain biological diversity under the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) recommends establishing regional and transboundary collaboration, and cooperative 
agreements for mountain ranges, as well as establishing and strengthening adequate, effective 
national and regional networks of mountain protected areas. Protected area networks allow for a 
more effective and harmonised management of the shared natural heritage, habitats and species 
as well as for joint preservation and promotion of cultural values of the region.

The following report by UNEP Vienna OfÞ ce 

•  Brieß y summarises potential beneÞ ts of acting as a protected area network, 

•  Describes the experience on the development of protected area networks in the mountain 
ranges directly neighbouring the Balkan / Dinaric region – in the Alps and in the Carpathians,

•  Provides a brief overview of the ecological network in particular countries of the South 
Eastern Europe,

•  Describes possible criteria for selection of the potential partners of the sub-regional network 
of mountain protected areas in the Balkans and the Dinaric Arc and provides their tentative 
contact list,

•  Compares conditions for protected area network initiatives in the Alps, Carpathians and  
the Balkans,

• Includes recommendations on the necessary Þ rst steps towards the proposed network,

•  Presents initiatives undertaken under ENVSEC-SEE with the objective to share the Alpine 
and Carpathian experience, promote and consult the idea for establishing a network of 
mountain protected areas in the Balkans and the Dinaric Arc with the possible stakeholders, 
and bring this issue to the attention of nature conservation authorities and political decision-
makers. 
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